
The Honorable Wilbur Ross
Secretary
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20230

Secretary Ross:

On September 10, 2019, we sent a letter requesting that Department of Commerce Inspector 
General (IG) Peggy Gustafson conduct a thorough investigation into the events surrounding 
President Trump’s September 1, 2019 tweet about Hurricane Dorian and the events that 
followed.

On June 26, 2020, the IG’s office released a summary memo of their findings, indicating that the 
investigation was successfully conducted and a full report would be publicly posted on their 
website on Monday, June 29, 2020. Since that time, according to a July 1, 2020 memo from IG 
Gustafson, Department of Commerce officials have refused to continue cooperating in the 
process of finalizing the report for public consumption and are now preventing the IG’s Office 
from releasing the report.

We request that you immediately work with IG Gustafson to complete the process of identifying 
specific privileges and providing privilege markings to the report in time to meet the July 9, 2020
deadline, and release the full report as negotiated prior to commencement of the investigation.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this request.

Sincerely,

__________________________________ ________________________________
Mazie K. Hirono Richard Blumenthal
United States Senator United States Senator

__________________________________ ________________________________
Chris Van Hollen Bernard Sanders
United States Senator United States Senator

________________________________ _____________________
azie K. HHHHiiiiiiiiiiri ono
ited States Senator

July 8, 2020



__________________________________ ________________________________
Ron Wyden Margaret Wood Hassan
United States Senator United States Senator

__________________________________ ________________________________
Sheldon Whitehouse Edward J. Markey
United States Senator United States Senator

__________________________________ ________________________________
Amy Klobuchar Dianne Feinstein
United States Senator United States Senator


