Nnited Dtates Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

February 20, 2018

The Honorable Kirstjen M. Nielsen
Secretary

U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Washington, DC 20528

Dear Secretary Nielsen:

We write to you in support of Israel’s participation in U.S. Customs and Border
Protection’s (CBP) Global Entry program. Expanding Global Entry’s expedited clearance
process to pre-approved visitors from Israel, one of the United States’ closest allies, will help
strengthen our partnership while improving our ability to screen potential threats against the U.S.
homeland. We note that the Israeli government is currently participating in a limited Global
Entry pilot program pursuant to a 2012 bilateral agreement and is taking steps internally to
become a full member. Therefore, we urge you to expedite its full membership and reciprocity
for Americans as soon as Israel is ready to join the program.

Leisure and business travelers from Israel have made a significant contribution to the
U.S. economy and job creation. According to the U.S. Travel Association, every $1 million spent
by international visitors has directly supported the creation of 7.9 jobs in the U.S. travel industry.
In 2016, our country welcomed approximately 410,000 Israeli visitors, who spent $1.7 billion,
ranking Israel among the top 25 largest markets for U.S. travel and tourism exports according to
the U.S. Department of Commerce. However, analysis by the U.S. Travel Association indicates
that travel from Israel to the U.S. has recently been on the decline. With the U.S. currently
capturing just 6.7 percent of the outbound Israeli travel market, as a country, we can do more to
attract these visitors and Global Entry membership is an important way to welcome them.

[srael’s membership in Global Entry would not only provide its passport holders a
smoother visit to the U.S. but would also help to make our country safer by enhancing bilateral
law enforcement cooperation. Only after rigorous scrutiny and clearance by both countries will
approved Israeli travelers be extended the facility of expedited entry into the United States
through self-service kiosks at U.S. airports. These procedures enhance security-related
information sharing with the United States at a time when the threats we face are increasingly
global in nature. Expansion of Global Entry to Israel will promote even closer security
cooperation with the Israeli authorities, which can help direct CBP resources to higher-risk,
unknown travelers and enforcement.



As 2018 marks the 70" anniversary of U.S.-Israel diplomatic relations, extending full
Global Entry membership and reciprocity for Americans would be a fitting gesture of our
continued efforts to enhance the security and economic partnership between our two nations. We
strongly support Israel’s membership in CBP’s Global Entry program and urge the efforts
towards this goal be accelerated as much as possible to help ensure the best travel experience to
strengthen the bonds between our two great democracies. We also request an update on our
engagement with your Israeli counterparts on this issue.

Sincerely,

MAZIE K. HIRONO
United States Senator United States Senator

CC: Rex W. Tillerson, Secretary of State



CHARLES E. SCHUMER MITCH MCCONNELL
Uniged States Senator ited States Senator
CHRIS VAN HOLLEN ORRIN G. HATCH
United States Senator United States Senator
i
KAMAZLA D. HARRIS AT ROBERTS
United States Senator United States Senator
ANGUS S. J(ING CHUCK GRASSLEY
United States Senator United States Senator
]
M\_&
TOPHER MURPHY JOHN BOOZMA
United States Senator United States Senator

2

AMY KI'QBUDHAR /AwANKFOéD \k‘
U

tedStates Senator

United States Senator

MARTIN HEINRICH E DAINES
United States Senator United States Senator



O

JOE MANCH DEAN HELLER
United States tor United States Senator
TINA SMITH RON J@é
United States Senator United States Senator
TESTER M. MICIrfAEL ROUNDY
mted States Senator United States Senator
EL]ZAB TH WARREN JOH CORNYN
United ates Senator United States Senator
% ”L”a /3] 6:!zo/¢?, 7.1
JEFFREY A. MERKLEY BILL CASSIDY, M.D.
United States Senator United States Senator
@
&_/6]ANNE FEINSTEIN LISA MURKOWSKI
United States Senator United States Senator
PNusgle Phran—  Nive sl
MARGARET WOOD HASSAN DAN SULLIVAN

United States Senator United States Senator



CLAIRE MCCASKILL TIM SCOTT

United States Senator United States Senator
:\

JEANNE SHAHE]‘EN THAD COCHRAN

United States Senator United States Senator

BENJAMIN L. CARDIN THOM TILLIS

United States Senator United States Senator

MARIA CANTWELL MIKE CRAPO

United States Senator United States Senator

ForLanpe

THOMAS R. CARPER V
United States Senator

BARRASSO, M.D.
ed States Senator

ek Nl e, Cablne

HEIDI HEITKAMP SUSAN M. COLLINS

United States Senator United States Senator
TAMMY DY CKWORTH BOB CORKER

United States Senator United States Senator



ROBERT MENENIIEZ \J
United States Senator

Shbppane__

SHELDON WHITEHOUSE
United States Senator

@ Oblare

TOM UDALL
United States Senator

Mok € Do,

'MARK R. WARNER
United States Senator

RICHARD BLUMENTHAL
United States Senator

7 B

TAMMY B#LDWIN
United States Senator

t
RICHARD J. DURBIN
United States Senator

LAMAR ALEXANDER
United States Senator

United States Senator

39-5’1’(4 J ,oro-r\

JERRY ORAN
United States Senator

Juset,

LA e
ROGERJ WICKER

United States Senator

i 1 il

JONI RNST

Uni States Senator

Tew S8
TOM COTTON

United States Senator

NY ISAKSON
United States Senator



ERROD BROWN BEN SASSE
L;;;ate:?nalor United States Senator
BILL NELSON RAND PAUL, M.D.
United States Senator United States Senator

Al Wons CpZe-

SHELLIEAY MOORE CAPITO
United States Senator

b 4P N —

BRIAN SCHATZ [ RICHARD BURR

United States Senator United States Senator
= A

GARY C TERS JOHN MCCAIN

United States Senator United States Senator

J REED - PAT TOOMEY

Untfed States Senator United States Senator
L ]

DEBBIE STA ROY BLUNT

United States Senator United States Senator



/%\,ww\,, W<,Z/

RON WYDEN MARCO RUBIO
United States Senator United States Senator
EDWARD J. MA%&EEY a LINDSEY GRAHAM
United States Senator United States Senator
e
BERNARD SANDERS RICHARD SHELBY )
United States Senator United States Senator
BOOKER JOHN HOEVEN
Umted States Senator United States Senator
CHRISTOPHER A. COONS CORY GARDNER
United States Senator United States Senator
PATTY MURRAY MICHAEL S. LEE
United States Senator United States Senator
CATHERINE‘@OR”I*EZ I\/MASTO MICHAEL B. ENZI

United States Senator United States Senator



I
) ) Y

TIM KAINE K‘hN KENNEDY
United States Senator nited States Senator

MICHAEL F. BENNET
United States Senator

2wy
WOUG ONES TED CRUZ
United States Senator United States Senator
ROBERT P. CASEY, JR. a JEFF FLAKE
United States Senator United States Senator
g Teds  TRogfdgi
PATRICK LEAHY ( ROB PORTMAN
United States Senator United States Senator
it Lttt <Q=~22¥7££«—
KIRSTEN E. GILLIBRAND DAVID PERDUE
United States Senator United States Senator
IAMES E. RISCH DEB FISCHER
United States Senator United States Senator





